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COMMITMENT CHARTER
The Alliance for the Preservation of Forests
We are a collective of responsible manufacturers and retailers committed to ending deforestation* imported into Europe via our commodity supply chains, and the associated social exclusions.

Compliance with competition law
The Alliance for the Preservation of Forests takes special care in enforcing competition law and ensures that its members do not enter into any discussion or raise issues that may violate applicable competition law. For example, members should not discuss, share or exchange commercially sensitive information, such as non-public information about pricing, marketing and advertising strategy, costs and revenues, trading conditions. 

Preamble
According to FAO estimates, approximately 7.6 million ha of forest were lost each year globally between 2010 and 2015.

There are substantial regional differences and deforestation is at its highest in the tropics and subtropics, especially in the three major forest basins Amazon (South America), Congo (Central Africa) and South East Asia.
This deforestation has many factors, but agricultural expansion for the production of a number of products is a major factor due to growing global demand for products such as palm oil, soybean and beef. In this respect, European consumption is partly responsible for deforestation linked to international trade in agricultural products.
The commitment charter and its application
This charter presents the objectives and principles of operation and collaboration in which the work of the Alliance for the Preservation of Forests will be conducted. It aims to share the purpose of the Alliance for the Preservation of Forests and what it means to be a member.

It is based on a common commitment to fight against deforestation, to preserve natural ecosystems* and to respect human rights in our supply chains for agricultural and forestry raw materials.

It aims to accelerate and improve responsible procurement initiatives by:

· Representing the private sector amongst stakeholders;
· The sharing of good practices and the pooling of resources in order to pursue the objectives of the Alliance and in particular the fight against deforestation and the preservation of natural ecosystems;

· Support for innovative field projects ;

· Information and communication.
Perimeter
The commitments in this charter apply to all members of the Alliance and to their activities subject to environmental or social risks: operations, supplies and investment actions. Their scope extends to all markets, product lines, or geographical areas affected by deforestation; the conversion* of natural ecosystems; the appropriation or prejudice of lands or resources of indigenous peoples or local communities.
Commitments
We are determined to put an end to deforestation * imported into Europe via our productions; our supply chains; our investments and the associated social exclusions.

1. Our supply chains are without deforestation and preserve the ecosystems.

We are committed to eliminating deforestation and the conversion* of natural ecosystems to our production, supply chains and financial investments. This is to help end global deforestation.

Our action plan against deforestation includes taking appropriate measures to support the long-term protection of forests and natural ecosystems and to prevent their conversion into agriculture, plantation forestry, animal production or other uses of forests land.

2. Our supply chains respect human rights
We are committed to respecting the rights of indigenous peoples and local communities in all our production activities, supply chains and financial investments. This includes, among other things, the rights to property, culture, self-determination, self-government, a healthy environment, non-discrimination and full and effective participation in decisions that affect them.

Our human rights action plan includes ensuring the free, prior and informed consent (FPIC) of indigenous peoples and local communities before any activity that may affect their rights in terms of land, resources, territories, livelihoods and food security.

Objectives
Our goal is to end the import of unsustainable forest and agricultural products that contribute to deforestation in 2025.
To facilitate monitoring and provide clear signals to stakeholders, our commitments specify both a deadline* after which land units associated with deforestation or land appropriation are deemed to be non-compliant and a target date * at which our commitments are fully realized:
· From 2018 (Deadline), are considered non-compliant the productions, supplies or investments associated with deforestation; the conversion* of natural ecosystems; the appropriation of lands or resources of indigenous peoples or local communities; and therefore require corrective actions.
· By 2025 (target date), are considered without deforestation; without conversion of natural ecosystems; without the appropriation of land or resources from indigenous peoples or local communities, all our productions, our supply chains and our investments.
It should be noted that, regarding palm oil sourcing, founding members of the Alliance for the Preservation of Forest took these measures from 2012 (deadline).

These efforts are aligned with global targets to halt commodity-related deforestation by 2020, as stated in the New York Declaration on Forests and the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals *.

The commitments and objectives of this charter are likely to correspond to a higher level of performance than certain individual commitments of members. In this case, the companies concerned are strongly encouraged to develop or revise their commitments on the basis of this charter in order to pursue the objectives of combating deforestation and preserving natural ecosystems.
Implementation
We are implementing an ambitious action plan.

1.Development and knowledge sharing
We mobilize scientific expertise around the preservation of forests through:

· A program of research work bringing together world-class organizations for the development and sharing of knowledge,

· Implementing joint projects and pooling resources,

· An assessment of actions undertaken and capitalization of experiences for capacity building between actors.
2.Forest Preservation Plan

We are implementing a forest preservation plan. This plan includes:
· A cartography of the territories to be preserved and the identification of the activities carried out undermining the preservation of the forests.
· Appropriate actions to mitigate and prevent damage to forest conservation, particularly through support for field projects.
· An alert mechanism and the collection of reports relating to the existence or the achievement of damage to the preservation of forests.
· A mechanism for monitoring the measures implemented and evaluating their effectiveness.
· An account of its effective implementation made public.

3.Cross-commodities and landscape approach
We are taking an integrated approach to the area concerned by forest conservation by involving a wide range of sectors and stakeholders to achieve forest conservation.

Transparency and sharing of data and information related to forest preservation is assured.

4.Consultations of Indigenous Peoples and Local Communities

We ensure the free prior informed consent (FPIC) of local communities before any development of a project on the ground.

In particular, we support broad stakeholder and population consultations in order to optimally allocate the land to different uses, excluding the use of forests for industrial purposes.
The Alliance for the Preservation of Forests strongly encourages each of its members to give their own governance, policies and action plans to the commitments and objectives of this charter.
External relations, stakeholder engagement and collective action
We promote collective action and contribute to cross-commodities and landscape initiatives to address key social and environmental challenges.

For territories where our production, supply or financing has a significant footprint, we participate where we support efforts to improve land governance, avoid deforestation and the conversion of natural ecosystems and prevent adverse effects on human rights. 

We are implementing these commitments in close collaboration with representatives of the producing countries and certain non-European countries who play a key role in the trade of agricultural commodities that could lead to deforestation or the conversion of natural ecosystems.
Monitoring and continuous improvement
We monitor appropriate indicators to measure progress towards our goals.

At least once a year, the Alliance for the Preservation of Forests collects information from its members to assess compliance with the commitments of this charter with respect to non-deforestation and non-conversion of natural ecosystems .

On the basis of the compiled data, the objectives and action plans of this charter are discussed with relevant stakeholders and revised if necessary (but not weakened) so that they continue to define meaningful progress paths.
Declaration, communication and claims
We report on progress made in fulfilling our commitments.

We regularly report - at least once a year - the progress and results related to the implementation of the commitments of this charter through dedicated reports. These declarations cover the entire scope of this charter. Any exclusion is identified and justified on the basis of risk analysis or prioritization method.

We communicate regularly with the interested parties - public, associative or private institutions, research, training, engineering and management of books, non-governmental organizations, professional organizations, public or private actors of the agricultural and forestry sectors, in France and abroad - in order to maximize the possibilities of exchanges and comments on the implementation of the commitments of this charter.

We receive and process any claim or grievance with respect to this charter or its implementation. This, in a flexible, collaborative and transparent way to solve problems and create consensus

Appendix 1: Definitions
Deforestation: Loss of natural forest resulting from: (i) conversion to agriculture or other non-forest uses; II) conversion to plantation forest; or III) severe and lasting degradation. Loss of natural forest that meets this definition is considered deforestation, whether legal or not. The definition of deforestation by the Alliance for the Preservation of Forests means "gross deforestation" without deduction for reforestation or other offset.
Natural Ecosystems: An ecosystem where species, structures and ecological functions are present in the absence of major human impacts. Natural ecosystems include natural savannas, grasslands, peat bogs and wetlands.
Conversion: Severe degradation or introduction of management practices that result in substantial and lasting changes in the composition, structure or function of the natural ecosystem. Deforestation is a form of conversion of natural forests. The change in the natural ecosystem that meets this definition is considered a conversion, whether legal or not.
Deadline (linked to commitments without deforestation and without conversion): the date on which deforestation or conversion renders a given area or unit of production non-compliant with non-deforestation or non-conversion commitments.
Target Date: The date on which a particular company (or other entity issuing a commitment or policy) intends to have fully implemented its commitment or policy.
SDG Target 15.2 (under SDG 15) states: "By 2020, promote the implementation of sustainable management of all types of forests, halt deforestation, restore degraded forests and increase afforestation and globally reforestation."
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